The Lion Within
Discussion Questions

Chapters 1-3
1. In what ways do the citizens living under the United World Order resemble the Israelites living in bondage under Pharoah during the time of Moses?
2. What are some potential benefits and dangers of a one-world government?
3. Archeological discoveries show that nearly every culture has developed religious or spiritual practices. Just as hunger reminds us to eat, could God have placed within humanity an innate longing to seek Him?
4. Rory is a thief. Why might God reach out and speak to her despite her flaws?
5. Moses was far from perfect when God called him. What similarities and differences do you notice between Rory and Moses?
Chapters 4-6
6. After all that Rory experiences, why do you think she still struggles to believe that God is real?
7. What is the reason the United World Order claims they outlawed religions? What is your response to it?
8. The Order insists individuals cannot be trusted to make good choices, so the government decides where citizens live, what jobs they hold, and more. God could have created humans without freewill, yet He chose to let us decide whether or not to follow Him. What are the advantages and disadvantages of having the freedom to make your own choices—even when they lead to mistakes?
Chapters 7-9
9. The United World Order believes that resources should not be “wasted” on people unlikely to recover. How do you feel about this belief?
10. Mr. Abrams insists we need to study the Bible? Why does he say this, and what do you think about his reasoning?
11. In Chapter 9, after her sister’s fever breaks, Rory experiences a mix of emotions. What are those feelings, and what do they reveal about her character?
Chapters 10-12
12. Mr. Abrams tells Rory that God sees not only who she is now, but who she can become. What do you imagine God sees when He looks at the person you are becoming?
13. After Rory believes she caused a man’s wrongful death, she doubts God could ever use her. Do you think our past actions can prevent God from working in and through us? Why or why not? Have you ever felt this way?
14. Gabriel gives Rory a reason for why God doesn’t simply remove all the bad people from the world. What do you think about his explanation?
Chapters 13-15
15. Like many of us, Rory spends more time worrying about what could go wrong—like landing in jail—than bringing her fears to God in prayer. Why do you think people often dwell on worst-case scenarios instead of turning to God first?
16. Henry Leeman feels disappointed when it seems that God is using Rory to lead the rebellion. Throughout Scripture, God’s people often felt confused or discouraged when His plans looked different from their expectations—Jonah was angry when Nineveh repented. Elijah hid in despair in a cave on Mount Sinai, and the disciples were devastated after the crucifixion. What do these stories reveal about how we respond when Gods plan doesn’t match our own?
17. Parents are meant to protect and guide their children, and when they fail to do so, it can leave lasting wounds that are hard to forgive. Rory feels her parents failed both her and Ruby by not telling them about God. What do you think motivated her parents’ decision? Were they right or wrong? If you’ve been hurt by someone you love, how might surrendering that pain to Jesus, and asking Him for the strength to forgive begin the healing process?
18. When people feel God has let them down, they sometimes begin to question His very existence. What are some reasons you’ve heard from people who say they don’t believe in God?
19. When Rory is distressed over what could have happened, what wise counsel does Ruby give her?
Chapters 16-18
20. We don’t face the threat of arrest for sharing the Good News, yet many of us still hesitate. What are some reasons people hold back from talking about Jesus? 
21. When Rory asks, why God doesn’t simply make people loyal to the Order vanish, Jaxon gives her an answer. What does he say, and what do you think about his perspective?
22. The mugger blames Rory for his homelessness. Have you ever known someone who blames others for the repercussions of their own poor choices?
Chapters 19-21
23. How do you think Jesus would view Jaxon’s plan for dealing with Rory’s mugger?
24. Consider the differences between programs that help people become self-sufficient and. programs that simply provide money or services with no expectations attached. Which do you think offers more dignity and builds greater self-worth?
25. Rory says spoken words can never be erased—that they float around in the universe forever. Have you ever had someone say something hurtful, then later apologizing and trying to take it back? Did those words still stay with you? In the same way, do you think posts on social media can ever really be deleted, or do they continue to leave a lasting impact?
Chapters 22-24
26. Rory has a preconceived idea of what kind of man Bane is. His appearance seems to confirm it—until a chance meeting in the park reveals a very different side of him. How can we move past our own preconceptions, prejudices, and first impressions, to truly see people for who they are?
27. When Henry warns that Rory and Jaxon’s relationship will only end in tragedy, Jaxon gives a reply. What do you think of his response?
28. Jaxon tells Rory that she is braver than he is. Why does he say this, and how do you feel about his perspective?
Chapters 25-27
29. Rory is summoned for questioning because she has been accused of believing in a god. How many people that you know would accuse you of being a Christian?
30. While sitting in her cell, Rory regrets the last argument with her family and fears she will never have the chance to apologize. If you suddenly lost the opportunity to speak with your loved ones again, what would be your biggest regret?
31. When Gabriel visits Rory in prison, what advice does he give her about dwelling on what she expects to happen?
Chapters 28-30
32. How do you feel about Rory’s response when Commander Malvo tells her that he holds her life in his hands? 
33. Some people find it easy to praise God when life is good but doubt Him or question His existence when trials come. Others barely think about God when things are going well but cry out to Him in desperation during difficult times. What do you think motivates each of these responses?
34. In her feverish stupor, where does Rory believe she is, and why does she think that?
Chapter 31-33
35. What do you think about Rory’s response when Commander Malvo asks how a loving God could send humans to hell for not believing in Him?
36. This chapter addresses a very serious issue. I apologize if it triggered any painful memories. If you have been a victim of sexual abuse, please know it was not your fault. You bear no shame for what was done to you. You are deeply loved, and you do not have to walk through this pain alone. In addition to giving your burden to Jesus, it may help to seek out a trusted counselor who can walk with you toward healing. How could you come alongside and support someone if you discovered they had been a victim of sexual abuse.
37. Faith in Christ does not guarantee a long or pain-free life. Except for John, all of Jesus’ disciples were martyred for boldly proclaiming the Good News. When God doesn’t prevent suffering or tragedy, it can be tempting to feel angry with Him, to question His love, or even doubt His existence. How can we hold onto faith and endure during times of deep suffering and loss?
Chapters 35-37
38. At first, Rory blamed Malvo for breaking her. Who did she ultimately realize was responsible?
39. What message did the Holy Spirit deliver through Rory to the citizens of the Order?
40. Earlier, Rory wanted to kill Malvo herself. How did she feel once she learned of his death?
41. In Chapter 37, Rory had a conversation with Jesus. Which part of the exchange impacted you the most and why?
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